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ABSTRACT 

This study aims to analyze the development of research on public 

participation in election monitoring using a bibliometric approach. This 

study is particularly important in light of the increasing demands for 

transparency, accountability, and integrity in democratic governance. The 

method employed is bibliometric analysis of 332 documents indexed in the 

Scopus database for the period 2014–2025, using analytical techniques 

including publication trends, citation analysis, author collaboration, and 

thematic evolution, supported by VOSviewer and Biblioshiny software. The 

results show a significant increase in the number of publications, with an 

annual growth rate of 9.57%, indicating growing academic attention to this 

topic. Citation analysis reveals that earlier publications have a higher 

scientific impact, while journal distribution demonstrates a multidisciplinary 

character, with a strong presence in sustainability and governance-related 

fields. In addition, the author collaboration network remains fragmented, 

and research contributions are predominantly dominated by developed 

countries. The thematic analysis indicates that the main focus revolves 

around “public participation”, “citizen participation”, and “civic 

engagement”, with a gradual shift toward more specific and 

interdisciplinary approaches. In conclusion, research on public 

participation in election monitoring has developed progressively and 

remains highly relevant in modern democratic contexts. This study 

recommends strengthening international collaboration and enhancing the 

integration of digital technologies to promote more effective public 

participation. 

INTRODUCTION 

Elections constitute a fundamental element of modern democratic systems, serving to uphold 

political legitimacy and popular sovereignty. In this context, election oversight functions as an 

essential instrument to ensure that democratic processes are conducted in a transparent, accountable 

manner and are free from fraudulent practices that may undermine public trust in democracy (Fung 

2011). 

Traditionally, election oversight has been positioned as the responsibility of formal institutions 

such as electoral supervisory bodies or other state agencies. However, in the development of 
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contemporary democracy, the role of civil society and citizen participation is increasingly recognized 

as a crucial component in strengthening electoral integrity. Public participation in election monitoring 

not only serves as an additional control mechanism but also represents an active form of civic 

engagement in safeguarding the quality of democracy (Ezeoha et al. 2026). Such involvement may 

take various forms, including independent monitoring, reporting of violations, policy advocacy, and 

the use of digital technologies to oversee electoral processes in real time. 

The literature on public participation in the context of democracy has expanded significantly 

over recent decades, particularly within studies of civic engagement and participatory democracy. 

Classical studies suggest that civic involvement plays an important role in strengthening democratic 

institutions and improving the quality of governance (Godinho et al. 2021; Petit 2024). Moreover, 

citizen participation contributes to enhancing the transparency and accountability of public 

institutions, including electoral processes (Nalla 2015). In the context of election monitoring, research 

indicates that the presence of independent observers and public participation can reduce the potential 

for electoral fraud and enhance the legitimacy of electoral outcomes (Nathanail 2006). 

Nevertheless, studies specifically examining the relationship between public participation and 

election monitoring remain dispersed across various disciplines and have not yet been systematically 

integrated. Most studies tend to focus on specific cases or national contexts, making it difficult to 

obtain a comprehensive overview of research developments in this field. This fragmentation of the 

literature indicates the need for a more comprehensive mapping to better understand global patterns, 

trends, and research trajectories. 

The development of digital technologies has also transformed patterns of public participation 

in election monitoring. The use of social media and digital platforms has expanded opportunities for 

public engagement in reporting violations and conducting participatory oversight. This 

transformation indicates that election monitoring is no longer limited to conventional mechanisms 

but is evolving toward more open and participatory forms of digital democracy (Donoghue 2017; 

Khan et al. 2024). 

To systematically understand research developments, this study employs a bibliometric 

approach. This method enables the identification of publication trends, collaboration networks, and 

thematic developments in the study of public participation and election monitoring in a quantitative 

and structured manner (Gurnasa and Mazure 2025). 

Based on this background, the present study aims to conduct a bibliometric analysis of the 

literature addressing public participation in election monitoring. Specifically, this study seeks to (1) 

identify publication trends and temporal developments in research, (2) analyze the contributions of 

influential authors, journals, and countries, (3) map scientific collaboration networks, and (4) explore 
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thematic evolution within this field. Accordingly, this study is expected to contribute theoretically to 

the enrichment of scholarship on democracy and public participation, while also providing an 

empirical foundation for future research development. 

Furthermore, the findings of this study also have practical implications for policymakers, 

electoral management bodies, and civil society organizations in designing more effective strategies 

to enhance public participation in election monitoring. By understanding how knowledge in this field 

evolves, it is expected that more inclusive, transparent, and adaptive approaches can be developed to 

safeguard electoral integrity across diverse social and political contexts. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Public Participation in Democracy 

Public participation is a fundamental element of democracy as it reflects citizens’ involvement 

in public decision-making processes. Within the development of participatory democracy, citizens 

are no longer positioned solely as voters, but also as actors engaged in oversight, advocacy, and 

control of governmental institutions (Godinho et al. 2021). Such engagement is considered capable 

of enhancing transparency, accountability, and the overall quality of governance. 

In the context of election monitoring, public participation functions as a mechanism of social 

control to safeguard democratic integrity. However, most prior studies have primarily addressed 

public participation within the broader context of democracy and public policy, while its linkage to 

election monitoring remains relatively limited and has not yet been systematically integrated 

(Dunayev, Gavkalova, and Kud 2023). 

Election Monitoring and Electoral Integrity 

Election monitoring is an essential instrument for maintaining electoral integrity and ensuring 

that democratic processes are conducted in a fair, transparent, and accountable manner. In addition to 

formal electoral supervisory bodies, the involvement of civil society and independent observers is 

increasingly regarded as crucial in strengthening monitoring effectiveness, particularly in preventing 

electoral violations and enhancing public trust in electoral outcomes (Castell 2016). 

Nevertheless, studies on election monitoring remain predominantly characterized by 

institutional and regulatory approaches. Research that directly connects election monitoring with 

public participation is still relatively limited, resulting in an incomplete understanding of 

developments in this field (Okocha and Akpe 2024). Accordingly, election monitoring should not be 

understood solely as a technical process, but also as a phenomenon with complex social and political 

dimensions. 
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The Role of Civil Society in Election Monitoring 

Civil society plays a strategic role in strengthening election monitoring through independent 

observation activities, voter education, and advocacy for democratic transparency. In the digital era, 

civil society organizations have also begun utilizing information and communication technologies to 

broaden public participation and accelerate the reporting of electoral violations (Tarrósy 2010). 

However, most studies on civil society have focused on democratic strengthening in general 

and have not specifically mapped the interrelationship between civil society, public participation, and 

election monitoring within a single integrated analytical framework. In addition, civil society also 

plays a role in fostering political awareness among citizens and encouraging broader participation in 

democratic processes. 

Research Gaps and the Contribution of This Study 

Based on the existing literature review, several research gaps can be identified. First, although 

numerous studies examine public participation and election monitoring, these two themes are often 

analyzed separately and have not yet been integrated into a comprehensive analytical framework. 

Second, most existing research is still qualitative and case-study-based, thereby failing to provide a 

global overview of research developments in this field. Third, relatively few studies have employed 

bibliometric approaches to map the intellectual structure and thematic evolution of this research area. 

These gaps indicate the need for a more systematic and data-driven approach to understanding 

research developments related to public participation in election monitoring. Therefore, this study 

seeks to address this gap by employing bibliometric analysis to map publication trends, key actors, 

and thematic dynamics within this field. In doing so, this study is expected to make a significant 

contribution to enriching the academic literature and to serve as a foundation for future research 

development. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a bibliometric approach to systematically analyze the development of 

literature on public participation in election monitoring. The bibliometric approach is selected due to 

its capability to identify publication patterns, research trends, and the intellectual structure of a 

specific field in a quantitative manner (Abas et al. 2023). In contrast to traditional literature reviews, 

which are predominantly qualitative in nature, this method enables large-scale data-driven analysis, 

thereby providing a more comprehensive understanding of research dynamics. 

In addition, bibliometric analysis facilitates the exploration of relationships among research 

elements, such as author collaboration, keyword co-occurrence, and citation networks. Accordingly, 
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this approach not only provides statistical descriptions but also reveals the conceptual and social 

structures underlying the research domain under investigation (Kang and Lee 2023). 

The bibliometric data in this study were retrieved from the Scopus database, which is widely 

recognized as one of the largest and most comprehensive sources of scholarly literature across various 

disciplines. The selection of Scopus is based on its extensive coverage of internationally reputable 

journals and the quality of its metadata, which supports in-depth bibliometric analysis (DeMarsh 

2022). 

The search strategy was designed to identify publications relevant to the topic of public 

participation in election monitoring. The search was conducted using combinations of keywords such 

as “public participation” and “election monitoring,” “citizen participation” and “electoral oversight,” 

as well as “civil society” and “election monitoring.” These keywords were applied to the TITLE-

ABS-KEY fields to ensure that the retrieved documents had high relevance to the research focus. 

Data extraction was conducted within a defined time period to maintain dataset consistency. 

To ensure data quality and consistency, this study applied strict selection criteria. The dataset 

included only peer-reviewed journal articles published in English and explicitly addressing public 

participation or election monitoring. Furthermore, the temporal scope of the study was limited to the 

period from 2000 to 2025 to capture contemporary developments in the literature. 

Conversely, conference proceedings, books, and editorial materials were excluded from the 

analysis. Studies lacking direct relevance to the research topic were also removed, as were duplicate 

records identified during the search process. The application of these criteria was intended to ensure 

that the analysis was conducted on high-quality and academically relevant data (Rexhepi, Filiposka, 

and Trajkovik 2016). 

The data retrieved from Scopus were exported in BibTeX format and subsequently analyzed 

using the R software with the bibliometrix package. This package provides a range of functions that 

enable comprehensive bibliometric analysis, including descriptive statistics, network analysis, and 

thematic evolution analysis (Can and Engindeniz 2020). 

The analysis began with data processing to obtain a general overview of publication volume, 

journal sources, number of authors, and average citations. Subsequently, publication trend analysis 

was conducted to identify the temporal development of scholarly output. The analysis further focused 

on identifying the most productive and influential journals, authors, and institutions in the field. 

In addition, network analysis was employed to explore patterns of collaboration among authors 

and countries, reflecting the dynamics of scientific cooperation in this research area. Keyword 

analysis was conducted using a co-occurrence approach to identify major themes and relationships 
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among research topics. To examine the evolution of research focus, thematic evolution analysis was 

also performed to illustrate changes in thematic structures over time. 

Network visualization and bibliometric relationships were generated using VOSviewer 

software, which enables clear and intuitive graphical representations of the research structure. 

The results of the bibliometric analysis are presented in the form of tables and graphical 

visualizations, including publication trend charts, collaboration network maps, and thematic 

evolution diagrams. These presentations aim to facilitate a clearer understanding of emerging patterns 

and relationships within the data. Visualization serves not only as a descriptive tool but also as a 

means to identify the conceptual and social structure of the research field. 

The interpretation of results is conducted by linking empirical findings to theoretical 

frameworks in democracy studies, public participation, and governance. This approach allows for an 

analysis that is not only quantitative but also conceptually grounded in the phenomena under 

investigation (Rosol 2010). 

The data selection process in this study was conducted systematically to ensure that the 

analyzed documents were highly relevant to the research topic and met academic quality standards. 

The selection procedure consisted of several stages, including identification, screening, and eligibility 

assessment. 

In the initial stage, data retrieval was conducted in the Scopus database using predefined 

keywords, namely “public participation,” “citizen participation,” “civil society,” and “election 

monitoring” or “electoral oversight.” The search was applied to TITLE-ABS-KEY fields, yielding an 

initial dataset of 791 documents. 

Next, a screening stage was conducted by applying inclusion criteria, namely: (1) journal 

articles only, (2) written in English, and (3) directly relevant to public participation or election 

monitoring. After this stage, the number of documents was reduced to 551 documents. 

The subsequent eligibility assessment involved excluding documents that lacked substantial 

relevance to the research focus. Duplicate records were also removed to ensure dataset accuracy. 

After this stage, 332 articles met the final criteria and were used as the dataset for bibliometric 

analysis. 

In summary, the data selection process consisted of three main stages: (1) identification of 

initial records, (2) screening based on inclusion criteria, and (3) eligibility determination based on 

relevance and quality. This process was conducted to ensure that the analysis is valid, systematic, and 

academically defensible. 

Although bibliometric approaches offer significant advantages in analyzing research 

development quantitatively, this study has several limitations. First, the study relies solely on the 
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Scopus database. Therefore, relevant publications indexed in other databases such as Web of Science 

or Dimensions may not be included. Second, the study includes only English-language articles, which 

may introduce language bias and limit the representation of research from non-English-speaking 

countries. Third, citation counts as a measure of academic influence are inherently limited, as citation 

numbers do not always reflect the substantive quality of a study, but may also be influenced by 

publication age, topic popularity, and authors’ academic networks. Therefore, the findings of this 

study should be interpreted as a representation of scientific trends based on bibliometric indicators, 

rather than as an absolute measure of research quality. 

 

RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Overview of the Dataset 

The bibliometric analysis in this study is based on a dataset covering the publication period 

from 2014 to 2025, comprising a total of 332 documents distributed across 256 publication sources. 

This time span indicates that research on public participation in election monitoring is a relatively 

emerging field that has developed over the past decade. An annual growth rate of 9.57% in 

publications suggests a significant increase in academic attention toward this topic. 

The average document age of 5.53 years indicates that most of the analyzed literature is 

relatively recent, reflecting the dynamic and evolving nature of research in this field. In addition, the 

average number of citations per document, recorded at 16.22, suggests a moderate level of academic 

impact, although the field is still developing compared to more established areas of study. 

In terms of content, the dataset contains 902 Keywords Plus and 1,190 author-supplied 

keywords, indicating substantial thematic diversity within the literature. This variation in keywords 

suggests that research on public participation in election monitoring is multidisciplinary, 

encompassing various perspectives such as democracy, governance, political participation, and 

electoral integrity. 

Regarding authorship, a total of 867 authors contributed to the dataset, with 94 documents 

authored by single authors. The number of single-authored documents is 95, while the average 

number of authors per document is 2.69. This indicates that research in this field is generally 

collaborative in nature, which is a common characteristic of contemporary social science research. 

The rate of international collaboration is recorded at 21.69%, indicating a moderate level of 

cross-country research cooperation. This suggests that global collaboration is emerging but has not 

yet become dominant in this field, leaving room for further international engagement and cooperation. 
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All documents included in the analysis are journal articles, confirming that the literature on 

public participation in election monitoring is predominantly composed of peer-reviewed scholarly 

publications. This reflects the overall credibility and academic quality of the dataset used in this study. 

Table 1. Summary of Main Data 

KEY INFORMATION ON THE DATA 
 

Time span Year 2014–2025 

Sources (Journals, Books, etc.) 256 

Documents 332 

Annual Growth Rate % 9.57 

Average Document Age 5.53 

Average citations per document 16.22 

References 0 

DOCUMENT CONTENT 
 

Keywords Plus (ID) 902 

Author Keywords (DE) 1190 

AUTHOR 867 

Author of single-authored documents 94 

KOLABORASI PENULIS 
 

Single-authored documents 95 

International collaboration  21.69 

Average authors per document 2,69 

DOCUMENT TYPE 
 

articles 332 

The dataset comprises 332 articles published between 2014 and 2025, distributed across 256 

publication sources. An annual growth rate of 9.57% indicates that research on public participation 

in election monitoring has experienced significant development over the past decade. In addition, the 

average citation rate of 16.22 per document suggests that this research field demonstrates a relatively 

strong academic impact (Mollel et al. 2025). 

From an authorship perspective, research in this field is generally collaborative, with an average 

of 2.69 authors per document and an international collaboration rate of 21.69%. The diversity of 

keywords further indicates that this field is multidisciplinary in nature, encompassing issues related 

to democracy, governance, and political participation (Mukhopadhyay 2017; Campbell, Lobao, and 

Betz 2017). All documents analyzed are journal articles, confirming that the literature is dominated 

by peer-reviewed scholarly publications, thereby ensuring a high level of academic credibility. 

Annual Publication Trends 

The annual distribution of publications reveals a generally progressive upward trend over the 

period 2014–2025. Although some fluctuations are observed in certain years, the overall number of 

publications has continued to increase, particularly after 2020. This rise suggests that research on 



Taufik Rizal, A.M. Rusli and Suhardiman Syamsu 

 Journal of Public Administration Volume 32 No. 1, Edition 2026 104 

public participation in election monitoring has gained increasing attention in academic literature, 

especially in the context of democracy, transparency, and electoral integrity. 

Overall, this trend reflects a progressive growth pattern despite annual fluctuations. The increasing 

number of publications in recent years indicates that this topic is becoming increasingly relevant in 

contemporary democratic studies, particularly in relation to growing concerns over transparency, 

electoral integrity, and the role of civil society. From a bibliometric perspective, such a growth pattern 

typically reflects a research field that is still emerging and undergoing gradual intellectual expansion 

(Gurnasa and Mazure 2025). 

 

Figure 1. Annual Publication Trends 

Annual Citation Trends 

The annual citation trends indicate that older publications tend to receive higher citation counts 

compared to more recent publications. This pattern suggests that time is a significant factor 

influencing citation accumulation in the scholarly literature. Nevertheless, the increasing number of 

recent publications indicates that this research field continues to develop and holds growing potential 

for academic impact in the future (Borychowski, Grzelak, and Stępień 2023). 

Overall, the trend demonstrates an inverse relationship between publication age and citation 

count, whereby earlier studies tend to have a greater citation impact than newer ones. From a 

bibliometric perspective, this pattern suggests that although the field has experienced an increase in 

publication output, its academic impact is still evolving and is expected to grow over time (Lyden, 

Twight, and Tuchmann 1990). 
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Figure 2. Annual Citation Trends 

Most Relevant Journals 

The analysis of publication sources indicates that research on public participation in election 

monitoring is distributed across a wide range of interdisciplinary journals. As shown in Figure 3, 

Sustainability (Switzerland) and Cities emerge as the most dominant publication outlets, each hosting 

the highest number of articles compared to other journals. The prominence of these journals suggests 

that public participation in election monitoring is not only examined from a political perspective but 

also within the broader contexts of sustainability and urban studies. 

In addition, journals such as Social Sciences and Local Environment also make significant 

contributions, albeit with a lower number of publications. The presence of these journals indicates 

that research in this area is closely linked to social, environmental, and local governance issues. This 

further reinforces the multidisciplinary nature of public participation studies, extending beyond 

political science to include social and environmental sciences. 

Furthermore, several other journals, including Information Polity, Government Information 

Quarterly, Energy Research and Social Science, Community Development, and the American Review 

of Public Administration, contribute in a relatively balanced manner. This distribution suggests that 

the literature on public participation in election monitoring is not concentrated in a small number of 

core journals but is instead dispersed across multiple relevant fields. From a bibliometric perspective, 

such a pattern reflects a highly interdisciplinary and continuously evolving research area (Gagliardi 

et al. 2017; Quinn and Ramasubramanian 2007). 

Overall, this distribution demonstrates that research on public participation in election 

monitoring is closely connected to various academic disciplines, including governance, development, 

environmental studies, and public policy. The diversity of publication outlets also indicates that this 
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topic is gaining increasing attention across multiple scholarly communities, thereby opening 

opportunities for broader and more collaborative future research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Most Relevant Journals 

Most Productive Authors 

The analysis of author productivity indicates that research contributions on public participation 

in election monitoring are distributed across a range of scholars with relatively balanced levels of 

output. As shown in Figure 4, most authors have produced approximately two publications, 

suggesting that this research field is not yet dominated by one or two leading figures. Nevertheless, 

several authors stand out, particularly LU Y, who demonstrates the highest number of publications 

compared to other contributors. 

Beyond publication counts, author contributions can also be assessed through the fractionalized 
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role in collaborative works. Meanwhile, other scholars, including FEENEY MK, ESCHER T, and 

CHAN EHW, also demonstrate notable contributions, both in terms of publication output and 

participation in joint research. 

This distribution of productivity suggests that research in this field is predominantly 
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a diverse set of researchers with varied academic backgrounds. From a bibliometric perspective, such 
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a pattern reflects a broad dispersion of intellectual contributions and the potential emergence of new 

actors in future research development (Neshkova and Chen 2026). 

Overall, although a small number of authors demonstrate relatively higher productivity, the 

authorship structure in this field remains open and dynamic. This indicates that research on public 

participation in election monitoring has strong potential for continued growth through cross-

individual and cross-institutional collaboration. 
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Figure 4. Most Productive Authors 

Countries and Affiliations 

The distribution of publications by country indicates that research on public participation in 

election monitoring is still dominated by developed countries, particularly the United States, China, 

and several European nations. This pattern reflects existing disparities in research capacity and access 

to international publication channels in the development of democratic studies and election 

monitoring research. 

Nevertheless, an international collaboration rate of 21.69% suggests that cross-border research 

cooperation is gradually emerging. This indicates growing opportunities to expand global research 

networks, particularly through the inclusion of developing countries, which may enrich perspectives 

and provide more diverse contextual understandings of democracy and electoral processes. 
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Table 2. Distribution of Publications by Country 

COUNTRY ARTICLE 
Average Article Citations 

(%) 

USA 45 13.6 
 

CHINA 21 6.3 
 

GERMANY 17 5.1 
 

UNITED KINGDOM 15 4.5 
 

SPAIN  14 4.2 
 

CANADA 12 3.6 
 

ITALY 10 3.0 
 

FRANCE 9 2.7 
 

JAPAN 8 2.4 
 

NETHERLANDS 7 2.1  

Although the analysis of research productivity highlights contributions by country, another 

important aspect in bibliometrics is international collaboration among countries. Cross-national 

collaboration reflects the intensity of academic cooperation and knowledge exchange within a 

research field. In the context of studies on public participation in election monitoring, international 

collaboration is a particularly important indicator, as electoral and democratic issues inherently 

possess cross-border relevance, especially in relation to technology-based election monitoring, digital 

democracy, and global participatory oversight (Saad-Sulonen and Cabrera 2008). 

Based on the dataset in this study, international collaboration remains at a moderate level, as 

reflected in an international collaboration rate of 21.69%. This indicates that a substantial proportion 

of publications are still domestic in nature or primarily produced within single-country author groups. 

Nevertheless, the presence of several European countries such as the Netherlands, the United 

Kingdom, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Switzerland in the productivity distribution suggests the 

existence of a potentially strong collaborative network within this region, particularly in studies 

related to governance, civil society, and electoral accountability. 

In addition, the inclusion of countries such as India, Australia, Argentina, and Spain indicates 

that this topic is also beginning to develop within the context of democratic systems outside Europe. 

In bibliometric terms, this condition may be interpreted as an initial indication of an emerging global 

research network, although it is not yet fully integrated (Spyridonidou 2025). Therefore, future 

international collaboration could be strengthened through cross-national research projects, academic 

exchange programs, and comparative studies across different democratic systems. 

Overall, the country collaboration map confirms that research on public participation in election 

monitoring is still evolving and holds significant potential for expansion through stronger 

international networks, particularly in addressing global challenges such as electoral misinformation, 

digital security, and social media–based election monitoring. 
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Figure 5. Country Collaboration Map 

Author Collaboration Network 

The analysis of the author collaboration network indicates that research on public participation 

in election monitoring is still developing within relatively small and fragmented research clusters. 

This condition suggests that global academic integration in this field remains limited, although several 

active research groups have emerged that contribute to building scholarly collaboration (Poplin 2022). 

The visualization results show that collaboration among authors is more frequently organized 

within small research teams rather than large, well-integrated networks. This pattern indicates that 

research on election monitoring and public participation is still concentrated within relatively small 

academic communities, where collaboration is often formed based on thematic proximity or 

institutional affiliation. Such a pattern is commonly observed in social science research, particularly 

in studies that are context-specific and tend to produce locally or regionally clustered collaboration 

networks (Hunt 2017; Wu et al. 2020). 

Overall, this pattern suggests that the development of cross-institutional and cross-national 

research networks remains both a challenge and an important opportunity for strengthening 

theoretical advancement and broadening perspectives in studies of election monitoring and 

participatory democracy. 

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5

ARGENTINA

SWITZERLAND

FINLAND

INDIA

AUSTRALIA

NETHERLANDS

NORWAY

SPAIN

SWEDEN

UNITED KINGDOM

Frequency



Taufik Rizal, A.M. Rusli and Suhardiman Syamsu 

 Journal of Public Administration Volume 32 No. 1, Edition 2026 110 

 

Figure 6. Author Collaboration Network 

Keyword Analysis 

The keyword analysis was conducted to identify dominant themes and the conceptual structure 

within research on public participation in election monitoring. In bibliometric studies, keywords are 

an important indicator as they reflect the main focus of research as well as the conceptual relationships 

among topics within a given field (Nipers and Pilvere 2020). Based on the co-occurrence network 

visualization in Figure 7, the field exhibits a relatively strong conceptual structure with several 

interrelated core themes. 

The results indicate that the most dominant keyword, represented by the largest node in the 

network, is “public participation”, which serves as the central hub of the network. This dominance 

suggests that the literature consistently positions public participation as a core concept in discussions 

of election monitoring, democratic governance, and citizen engagement in political processes. In 

addition, other strongly connected keywords such as “citizen participation” and “political 

participation” highlight the close relationship between this field and broader studies of political 

participation and citizen involvement in ensuring democratic accountability. 

Furthermore, the network reveals the presence of keywords such as “local participation” and 

“citizen engagement”, indicating that a substantial body of research emphasizes participation at the 

local level. This is particularly significant, as election monitoring is often more effective when 

supported by local communities that have direct access to electoral processes within their regions. 

These findings suggest that public participation is widely regarded as a strategic instrument for 
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enhancing electoral integrity, particularly in the context of local governance and participatory 

democracy strengthening (Disney et al. 2017). 

Beyond participation-related themes, a separate cluster is associated with governance and 

public administration, including keywords such as “governance”, “policy making”, “public 

administration”, and “urban planning”. The presence of this cluster indicates that research on 

public participation in election monitoring extends beyond political science and is closely connected 

to public policy and governance studies. This reinforces the multidisciplinary nature of the field, 

where election monitoring is understood as part of broader governance mechanisms (Esposito et al. 

2024). 

Moreover, the network also shows linkages to sustainable development issues, reflected in 

keywords such as “sustainability”, “sustainable development”, and “climate change”. The 

emergence of this theme suggests that some studies associate public participation with sustainable 

development agendas, particularly in relation to promoting transparent and inclusive governance. 

This is consistent with the view that public participation is an essential component of responsive 

governance and accountable decision-making processes. 

In the context of technological advancement and digital transformation, keywords such as “e-

government”, “e-participation”, and “smart city” also appear within the network. Their presence 

indicates that recent research increasingly emphasizes the role of information technology in 

expanding opportunities for public participation. Digitalization enables election monitoring and civic 

engagement through digital platforms, including application-based reporting, crowdsourcing, and 

enhanced transparency via online systems. This trend aligns with the development of digital 

democracy, where technology increasingly serves as a medium for modern political participation 

(Royo, Yetano, and Acerete 2014). 

Additionally, keywords such as “civil society” and “stakeholder” are also prominent. This 

suggests that civil society organizations remain key actors in the literature on election monitoring and 

public participation. Civil society is widely understood as a balancing force to state power and a 

primary driver of transparency, social accountability, and electoral integrity (Tarrósy 2010). 

Overall, the co-occurrence analysis of keywords reveals that research on public participation in 

election monitoring is structured around three main orientations: (1) core themes of public and 

political participation, (2) governance and public policy themes, and (3) contemporary themes related 

to digitalization, e-government, and e-participation. This conceptual structure demonstrates that the 

field is dynamic and continuously adapting to socio-political changes and technological 

advancements in modern democratic practice. 



Taufik Rizal, A.M. Rusli and Suhardiman Syamsu 

 Journal of Public Administration Volume 32 No. 1, Edition 2026 112 

 

Figure 7. Keyword Co-occurrence Network 

Thematic Evolution 

The thematic evolution analysis was conducted to identify changes in research focus across two 

periods, namely 2014–2021 and 2022–2025. Based on the Sankey diagram visualization, there is 

evidence of both continuity and transformation in the main themes related to public participation and 

civic engagement in governance. This evolution reflects how academic discourse has undergone 

conceptual strengthening without losing its core thematic foundations. 

During the 2014–2021 period, the dominant themes included “citizen participation”, “public 

participation”, and “civic engagement”, supported by related concepts such as “local government” 

and “local participation”. The prominence of “public participation” indicates that research during this 

phase primarily conceptualized citizens as collective actors in public policymaking processes. This 

aligns with the view that public participation is a fundamental element of democratic governance and 

policy quality improvement (Hendriks and Dzur 2022). In addition, “citizen participation” highlights 

the importance of individuals as political subjects within modern democratic systems (Lah 2017). 

In the subsequent period of 2022–2025, a consolidation and strengthening of these core themes 

can be observed. “Citizen participation” remains a central theme with increased intensity, indicating 

a shift toward more active, deliberative, and rights-based forms of citizen engagement. This reflects 

the development of participatory democracy practices that increasingly emphasize the quality of 

participation rather than merely its quantity (Ryfe and Stalsburg 2013). Meanwhile, “civic 

engagement” continues to function as a key concept linking interactions between citizens and 

governmental institutions (Kapoor and Singh 2021). 
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The theme of “public participation” also undergoes transformation while maintaining its 

relevance, expanding into sub-themes such as “civil society” and “participation”. This suggests a 

broader research perspective that positions civil society organizations as strategic actors in 

strengthening democracy and public accountability (Asamoah and Yeboah-Assiamah 2025). 

Additionally, the emergence of themes such as “cognition” and “biodiversity” indicates an increasing 

interdisciplinary orientation, where participation studies are increasingly connected to behavioral 

dimensions, perception, and environmental sustainability issues (Jones 2006). 

Overall, the thematic evolution demonstrates an incremental and progressive pattern of 

development. There is no evidence of a disruptive shift; rather, the findings indicate reinforcement 

and deepening of established core themes. This suggests that the field of public participation research 

has reached a certain level of maturity, where studies are no longer focused on basic conceptual 

exploration but rather on interdisciplinary integration and the development of more complex 

analytical frameworks. 

Accordingly, the thematic evolution reflects a transition from a general understanding of 

participation toward a more specific, contextual, and multidimensional approach. These findings 

reinforce that citizen and civil society engagement remains a central issue in governance and 

democracy studies, with dynamics that continue to evolve in response to social, political, and 

institutional changes (Cedeño 2005). 

 

Figure 8. Thematic Evolution of Research 
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DISCUSSION 

Dynamics of Research Development 

The results indicate an increase in the number of publications on public participation in election 

monitoring during the 2014–2025 period. This trend reflects the growing academic attention given to 

this topic. The rise in publication output also suggests that public participation has become an 

important component of contemporary democratic discourse. 

This increase can be associated with growing demands for transparency, accountability, and 

electoral integrity. In this context, public participation is no longer considered an auxiliary element, 

but rather a key component in strengthening the legitimacy of democratic processes. This reflects a 

paradigm shift from a predominantly institutional approach toward a more participatory framework. 

These findings are consistent with previous studies emphasizing the importance of citizen 

engagement in improving governance quality and democratic performance (Fung 2011). Thus, the 

increasing publication trend reflects not only academic growth but also the practical relevance of this 

field in addressing contemporary democratic challenges. 

Academic Impact and Citation Patterns 

The analysis shows that older publications tend to receive higher citation counts compared to 

more recent works. This pattern indicates a relationship between publication age and citation 

accumulation, as earlier studies have had more time to be integrated into the scholarly literature. 

Meanwhile, although recent publications show an increasing output, their citation impact 

remains relatively low. This suggests that despite growing scientific production, the academic 

influence of recent studies is still in a developmental stage, which is typical of emerging research 

fields. 

This finding is consistent with prior bibliometric studies indicating that citations are strongly 

influenced by time and academic visibility (Borychowski et al. 2023). Therefore, the increasing 

volume of publications in this field has the potential to generate greater academic impact in the future. 

Multidisciplinary Nature of the Research 

The multidisciplinary character of this research indicates that election monitoring is no longer 

understood solely as an electoral political issue, but is also linked to governance, sustainable 

development, and social transformation. This condition confirms that public participation in election 

monitoring has evolved into a complex governance issue that requires interdisciplinary approaches 

to fully understand contemporary democratic dynamics. 

This finding aligns with previous studies showing that public participation is an evolving 

concept that spans multiple disciplines and is closely connected to broader governance issues 

(Gagliardi et al. 2017). 
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Global Contribution Imbalance 

The imbalance in global research contributions indicates that knowledge production on election 

monitoring is still influenced by research capacity and access to international publication platforms. 

This may limit the diversity of perspectives, particularly from developing countries with different 

democratic contexts. Therefore, strengthening international collaboration is essential to achieve a 

more inclusive understanding of election monitoring practices and public participation. 

This finding is consistent with previous studies highlighting global disparities in scientific 

knowledge production. Accordingly, increasing international collaboration is crucial to broaden 

global representation in this research area. 

Scientific Collaboration Patterns 

The fragmented nature of scientific collaboration suggests that this research field has not yet 

achieved strong global academic integration. This indicates the need to strengthen cross-institutional 

and cross-national research networks to foster more comprehensive theoretical development and 

knowledge exchange, particularly in response to challenges related to digital democracy and 

technology-based election monitoring. 

This finding is consistent with general characteristics of emerging social science fields, where 

scientific collaboration is often still limited (Wu 2022). 

Conceptual Structure and Digital Transformation 

Keyword analysis reveals that “public participation”, “citizen participation”, and “civic 

engagement” are the core themes in this research field. These concepts form the foundation for 

understanding the role of citizens in democratic processes, indicating a consistent research focus. 

In addition, the emergence of keywords such as “e-government” and “e-participation” reflects 

a shift toward the use of digital technologies in facilitating public participation. This indicates that 

election monitoring practices are increasingly integrated with information and communication 

technologies. 

This finding aligns with previous research emphasizing the role of technology in expanding 

public participation and enhancing transparency (Royo et al. 2014b). This digital transformation 

demonstrates that approaches to election monitoring continue to evolve alongside technological 

development. 

Theoretical and Practical Implications 

Theoretically, this study reinforces the concept of participatory democracy, which positions 

citizens as active actors in political processes. Public participation is understood not only as a right 

but also as a mechanism for improving democratic quality, highlighting the importance of integrating 

participation concepts into governance studies. 
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Practically, the findings suggest that election monitoring can be strengthened through greater 

public involvement and the use of digital technologies. The role of civil society organizations is also 

crucial in supporting transparency and accountability in electoral processes. 

Furthermore, increased international collaboration and interdisciplinary approaches are 

essential for future research development. These findings provide a foundation for designing more 

effective strategies to enhance public participation in election monitoring. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study demonstrates that research on public participation in election monitoring 

experienced significant development over the 2014–2025 period. This is reflected in the increase in 

the number of publications from 15 articles in 2014 to 41 articles in both 2024 and 2025, with an 

annual growth rate of 9.57%. This trend indicates that public participation and election monitoring 

have gained increasing attention in academic discourse, particularly in the context of growing 

demands for transparency, accountability, and democratic integrity. Nevertheless, citation trends 

show that older publications tend to have a higher academic impact than more recent ones, which is 

a common characteristic in bibliometric studies. 

In terms of publication structure, research in this field is widely distributed across 

multidisciplinary journals, with Sustainability (Switzerland) and Cities emerging as the most 

dominant sources. This distribution indicates that studies on public participation in election 

monitoring extend beyond political science and are also connected to sustainable development, urban 

governance, and public policy. In addition, contributions are still largely dominated by developed 

countries, particularly the United States, China, and European nations, while contributions from 

developing countries remain relatively limited. An international collaboration rate of 21.69% 

suggests that global cooperation is emerging, although it still requires further strengthening. 

The author collaboration network analysis reveals that collaboration structures in this field 

remain fragmented and dominated by small research groups. No single highly dominant actor 

emerges, although some authors such as LU Y demonstrate relatively higher productivity. This 

condition reflects that the field is still in a developmental stage, with significant opportunities to 

strengthen collaborative networks both among researchers and across countries in order to enrich 

perspectives and accelerate knowledge development. 

From a conceptual perspective, keyword and thematic evolution analyses show that the main 

themes of research revolve around “public participation”, “citizen participation”, and “civic 

engagement”. Over time, there has been a shift from a general understanding of participation toward 

more specific and contextual approaches, including the strengthening of civil society roles and 
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integration with contemporary issues such as digitalization, e-government, and e-participation. This 

thematic evolution has occurred gradually, indicating that the field is becoming increasingly complex 

and multidimensional. 

Overall, this study confirms that public participation in election monitoring is a continuously 

evolving field with growing relevance in modern democracies. Future research is expected to place 

greater emphasis on digital technology adoption, the strengthening of civil society roles, and 

expanded cross-national comparative studies. In addition, enhancing international collaboration and 

increasing the participation of developing countries are crucial for achieving a more inclusive and 

comprehensive understanding of how public participation can strengthen electoral integrity. 

Going forward, the research agenda on public participation in election monitoring should focus 

on several strategic directions. First, cross-national comparative studies should be expanded to better 

understand variations in public participation across different democratic systems and political 

contexts. Second, greater attention should be given to the use of digital technologies, social media, 

and artificial intelligence in election monitoring, as digital transformation increasingly shapes 

contemporary democratic practices. Third, future research should explore the effectiveness of 

collaboration among electoral monitoring bodies, civil society organizations, and digital communities 

in promoting transparency and preventing electoral fraud. Accordingly, future research development 

is expected to generate more participatory, adaptive, and responsive approaches to election 

monitoring in addressing the challenges of modern democracy. 
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